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of bis skin to repair the patient's needs. Thus
scarred, he found himself in England once again with
his experiences and the prospects of a subaltern.
He had been wondering if these were good enough
for Randolph Qiurchill's son. However bright his
prospects of promotion (and they were not yet con-
spicuous), he saw none of solvency. Four years in
the Army had shewn that his expenditure was per-
manently in excess of his receipts and likely to remain
so. This unbalanced budget was uninviting, since he
was particularly anxious to relieve his mother from
the strain of providing his allowance. Manifestly
that could never happen so long as he was in the
Army. But was there any other line in which he
could do better ? His books and journalism seemed
to provide the answer. For they were infinitely
better paid than soldiering; and if his future work
was equally successful, he should be able to support
himself and to dispense with his mother's contribu-
tion. So he made his plans, as the remaining week&
of 1898 stretched out before him. He would go back
to India, discharge his duty to the regiment by
helping them to win the Polo Tournament of 1899,
and then send in his papers* His war correspondence
on the Omdurman campaign could be enlarged into*
a book; and he would make a contract with a news-
paper in India to supply them with a London Letter*
Thus fortified, he could face the world as a civilian
supported by his pen*

By way of further interest and added status he
proposed to enter Parliament* That should not be
too difficult for Randolph Churchill's son* He knew
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